Roaming Around Reidsville

By Angela G. Stadler

Public Information Officer

City of Reidsville

The City of Reidsville’s governmental website, reidsvillenc.gov, has a new look.

The website was recently revamped to be more consistent with the City’s riseupreidsville.com and rockitinreidsville.com websites. One might think it a little unusual for a City our size to have three websites, but in this age of technology and digital information, we are trying to find the best way to inform our residents of what is going on in Reidsville. 

The website, riseupreidsville.com, is geared more towards tourism and visitors to the City and rockitinreidsville.com is all about economic development in Reidsville. The websites are designed to work in tandem, and sometimes, depending on the information provided, the sites will link to each other. 
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The governmental site, reidsvillenc.gov, appeals more to our citizens. The website has information they can use, like how to pay your water bill or report a streetlight outage. The site also houses our jobs portal, where residents and others can find out current job openings in City government. Departmental listings let you know who covers what areas and who to contact.

As we were working on updating the website, special consideration was given to how our residents and visitors would look for information on the site. As governmental officials, we often create websites based on our existing knowledge. We sometimes forget that others might not know, for example, that nuisance vehicles and overgrown yards fall under our Community Development Department just because we do. Our website designer took care to think about how people look for information, and while we hope that makes our website more user friendly, it will continue to be a work in progress.

Please, check out reidsvillenc.gov. If there is information you can’t find, please feel free to email me at astadler@reidsvillenc.gov. You never know … we might incorporate those suggestions into our site.
And don’t forget our websites aren’t the only way to find out what’s going on in Reidsville. If you are on Facebook, we have several pages, including City of Reidsville, Team Reidsville, Market Square, Reidsville Police Department, Reidsville Parks & Recreation, The Penn House and RCARE. Team Reidsville and the Police Department are also on Twitter and Instagram.

City Event Hotline.

Remember, the City’s Main Street Department has set up an event hotline that lists upcoming events sponsored by the Reidsville Downtown Corporation and City throughout the month. You can call 336-347-2381 to find out what’s happening in the downtown area and around Reidsville.
Seats & Feet.

The Reidsville Police Department is a collection site for new underwear and socks to benefit children aged 5-18 at the Reidsville Housing Authority. Please take your donations to the Police Department at 220 West Morehead Street during normal working hours by Thursday, November 18.
Reidsville Christmas Parade.

The City of Reidsville does not sponsor the annual downtown Christmas Parade; however, the event is coordinated by WGSR-TV, Star News. The local television station has been overseeing the parade for many years now. When this column went to press, the Christmas Parade was scheduled for Sunday, November 21, from 4-6 p.m. You can call 1-276-656-3900 if you are interested in participating.
Decorating for the Holidays.

Stop by our downtown shops to check out the holiday décor. Many of our local merchants will be participating in the Downtown Business Decorating Contest and will be decked out for the holidays. The windows will be judged during the first week in December.

Annual Tree Lighting.

Traditionally the Annual Tree Lighting in downtown Reidsville, sponsored by the Reidsville Downtown Corporation, has taken place in November, but this year, “Hometown Christmas” kicks off on Friday, December 3. This year’s event will be held on South Scales Street from 6-9 p.m. with Santa taking up residence at Market Square, which will be beautifully decorated for the holidays. There will be a bells performance, dance groups, food, hayrides, an outdoor movie with marshmallow roasting and a Santa’s Workshop at the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce. It sounds like a whole lot of fun!
Holiday Market.

Got that Christmas shopping done? You might want to stop by the Holiday Market on Saturday, December 4, at The Penn House, 324 Maple Avenue (enter at the back from the parking lot off Irvin Street). Local artisans will be setup selling all kinds of Christmas gifts. A special treat is The Penn House will be fully decorated! Hours are from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

 

Historic Walking Tour.

Another Downtown Lantern Historic Walking Tour, like that held in December of 2019 prior to COVID, is tentatively planned for 6 p.m. on Saturday, December 4. Led by the City’s Historic Preservation Commission, the tour is free, but tickets may be required to get accurate numbers for the event to ensure there are enough tour guides. Details were being worked out as this column was due so please check out the City’s social media and other news outlets as more information becomes available.

The Block Mural.

Back in October, Reidsville’s newest mural was unveiled. The Block Mural is a tribute to the once vibrant Black businesses that lined Market Street, now known as Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. Not only does the mural depict scenes from The Block back then, the backs of the mural panels also tell the rich history of this commercial district. Please stop by and check it out. 
