Roaming Around Reidsville

By Angela G. Stadler
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I LOVE baseball. In my younger days, I was a Cincinnati Reds fan. Then it was watching my boys play in the Reidsville recreational leagues up through playing for the Reidsville High School Rams. I also enjoy watching my beloved Tar Heels and Atlanta Braves engaged in America’s national pastime.
My mom and dad would watch the minor league team, the Reidsville Luckies, play ball at Kiker Stadium. The Luckies played in the mid-1930s up until 1955, although I believe that last year they were called the Reidsville Phillies. John Gentry, a local historian of sorts, tells me that the games were very popular, sometimes being played as many as 5-7 days a week during the summer months. Of course, the season had to wrap up by August, most likely so football could be played in Kiker Stadium.

As I noted back in my column in August of 2020, the City of Reidsville has been instrumental in bringing a new league to town, the Old North State League. Comprised of collegiate baseball players, the team will be called the “Reidsville Luckies”, a nod of respect to the City’s original minor league baseball team. That name is not unfamiliar to either longtime residents or to the newest, who might know the Reidsville Luckies as the moniker of a current youth travel baseball team here in our City.
Back in the summer of 2020, the Reidsville City Council agreed to make the necessary improvements to Field #3 at Jaycee Ballpark in order to accommodate the summer collegiate baseball program. The City’s Public Works Department deserves a big shout-out for getting the field ready, enlarging it to collegiate ball specifications. The project also includes relocating lights and fencing, getting additional bleachers in place, and constructing a new right field “Monster Wall”.
“The City of Reidsville is excited to have a collegiate league playing at Jaycee Ballpark,” said Interim City Manager Chris Phillips. “City staff, especially our Public Works Department, has been hard at work, preparing the field to make this a reality not only for the Old North State League but also creating an economic development driver for Reidsville, which should help our hotels, restaurants and other businesses. It also benefits our citizens by giving them a fun activity to do with the family while also improving our recreational facilities at Jaycee. It really is a ‘win-win’ for all.”
The Old North State League will kick off play in Reidsville with opening night on Saturday, June 12, at Jaycee Ballpark, 125 Jaycee Park Road. Game time is 7 p.m. for the conference matchup between the newly formed Luckies team and the Lexington Flying Pigs. This will be the second meeting of these two teams, who are scheduled to play at the Lexington ballfield on June 3. The team is led by Head Coach Ritchie Pegram.
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Tickets are available at the gate. The cost is $6 per person with kids 10 and under getting in free. If a doubleheader is slated, the price for both games is $10 per person.

On June 12, there will be giveaways to the first 200 visitors, memorabilia available and concessions. When this column was going to press, we understand that the sons of the former Reidsville Luckies bat boy will be on hand to toss out the first pitch. Do you know someone who played for the Reidsville Luckies? Email me at astadler@reidsvillenc.gov with their name and any details you’d be willing to share. We’d also love to know if any of the remaining Luckies are still around. Also, there was a black Reidsville Luckies team. If anyone knows where that team played or any details, we’d love to hear them!
As the City of Reidsville prepares for its Sesquicentennial in 2023, we’d like to focus on, among other things, the City’s rich sports heritage. While we are known for our football prowess on the high school gridiron, we’d also like to showcase our baseball history and any other sports that should be included. Share your thoughts with me!
In other happenings around the City of Reidsville in June:

2nd Downtown Fridays Return!
As life returns more to normal, the 2nd Downtown Fridays also return to Scales Street in Reidsville. For four months, starting on Friday, June 11, the downtown cruize-ins return, along with music, kid’s zone and food. The time is 6 p.m.-9 p.m. centering around Mural Park in the downtown area. It will be a great time to catch up with old friends and make new ones! If you can’t make it June 11th, 2nd Downtown Fridays continue on July 9, August 13 and September 10. Hope to see you there.
Concerts on the Square.

Summer 2021 continues with live concerts at Market Square in downtown Reidsville beginning Saturday, June 26. “Trial by Fire”, a fantastic Journey tribute band, returns to 303 S. Scales Street to make us all nostalgic. The concerts start at 7 p.m. until 9. Bring your chair. Other concerts are set for July 24, August 28 and September 25, but we’ll tell you more about them and the featured bands later. Of course, if you just can’t wait, go to www.reidsvillenc.gov to find out more.

Also, the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce will be providing a Beer Garden at both the Downtown Friday events and concerts.
Fitness on the Square.

For those who have been stuck at home, here’s the chance to get some exercise. “Fitness on the Square” at Market Square in downtown Reidsville began in May and continues through September. From 6-7 p.m. “Pound” classes are held on Mondays and “Bootcamp” on Thursdays. Pound is a full body cardio-jam session using drum sticks (provided) while Bootcamp is interval training mixing calisthenics, body weighted exercises, cardio and strength training. Bring a mat, towel and water! Email downtown@reidsvillenc.gov. Funded in part by Cone Health.

Also, if you love to walk, “Tuesdays to Topsail” is a weekly guided walk in downtown Reidsville where walkers can track their steps all the way to Topsail Beach! For more information about the walk, held every Tuesday, weather permitting, at 12 noon at Market Square, 303 S. Scales Street, you can email downtown@reidsvillenc.gov. Tracking logs are provided. The walks began May 4th and end July 6th.

Farmer’s Market.

Don’t forget! The Farmer’s Market at Market Square in downtown Reidsville opened up last month. Come get your fresh veggies and more at the market, open from 7 a.m. until 1 p.m. Saturdays, Tuesdays & Thursdays.

Recreational Sports.
The Reidsville Parks & Recreation Department is trying something new this summer! From June 1-28, the department will be holding an instructional program on track & field. Learn the basics on how to sprint, run hurdles, throw the discus and long jump. You can register online at http://activenet.active.com/reidsvillerec. You can also call 336-349-1090 to learn more. Flag football is ongoing and will continue through June 18th.

Spend the Weekend at Lake Reidsville!

Lake Reidsville will have theme weekends over the summer. Learn more by calling Lake Reidsville at 336-349-4738. Please realize all themes & activities are subject to change based on any possible COVID-19 restrictions.

